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the Breeding Home Clarke’s Nutcracker. 


(Nucifraga columbianus.) 


ACCOUNT THE TAKING ITS NEST AND EGGS UTAH, MARCH, 


JOHNSON, AMERICAN FORK, UTAH.* 


[Read before the Northern Division of the Cooper Orn. Club, May. 5, 1g00.] 


the nests and eggs this species 
the Wasatch Mountains 
Utah March the present year, 
may interesting review, briefly, 
the early history the bird, with such 


EFORE describing the finding 


remarks are pertinent the 


habits the species, 
and the present known sets 
collections. 

Lewis’ and Clarke’s Expe- 
dition was responsible for the 
discovery three birds new 
science; the 
Tanager 
Woodpecker 
torquatus), and 
Clarke’s Crow 
columbianus.) This expedition wuo 
officers the United States Army 
whose bore, was sent out 
the Government 1804-6. 
plored from sources the Missouri 
River, across the Rocky Mountains and 
down the Columbia River the Pa- 
cific Ocean. first mention ever 
this sketch found the journal 


*I am indebted to Miss Jean Bell for valuable notes 
concerning the early history of Clarke's Crow, as well as 
the record of the sets of this species previously known to 
science.—H. C. J. 


Capt. William Clarke. reads: “On 
the afternoon August 22nd, 1805, 
among the woods observed new 
species woodpecker (?), the face and 
tail which are white, wings black, 
and every other part the body dark 
brown and its size was that robin.” 
singularly incorrect description 
the bird and its size! From 
one 
the expedition—Alex. Wilson 
formally described the spe- 
cies his American Ornith- 
ology 1811, page 29, 
the bird quite 
correctly plate XX, Fig. 


JOHNSON, naming after Capt. 
Clarke. The type specimen 


was deposited Peale’s Mu- 
seum Philadelphia, then the fore- 
most museum America. 

The breeding habits Clarke’s Nut- 
cracker remained secret for many 
years, the first authentic sets being 
those taken and recorded Bendire 
from Camp Harney, Oregon, follows: 
April 22, 1876, one nest with one young 
bird and two chipped eggs, twenty-five 
feet from the ground large pine 
tree; April 1878, same locality, nest 
and three incubated eggs. Thrown 
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ground and lost. Ina pine tree forty 
feet from the ground; April 1878, 
nest and two eggs with large embryos. 
pine sixteen feet from the ground. 
from 5,000 5,500 feet. Ten years 
later Mr. Denis Gale Gold Hill, 
Boulder Co., Colorado found nest 
March 1888 ina scrubby pine eight 


feet high containing three eggs. 


April 16, found another 
and three eggs pine nine feet high 


é 
od 
a 
"ay, 
¥ 


Bae 
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specimen the bird which used 
show prospective collectors sort 
object lesson. indebted Miss 
Jean Bell Pennsylvania for specific 
and intelligent notes the life history 
Clarke’s Crow which definitely fixed 
the breeding time for Utah mild 
year, and ultimately led the taking 
the nests and eggs. 

‘The several expeditions which have 
sent out have met with the 
sults detailed below. 


NEST AND EGGS CLARKE’S 


Photo by WH. Parker. 


NUTCRACKER columbianus) 


Wasatch Mts., Utah, March 


altitude 8,500 feet. first 
set now the National Museum. 
Capt. Goss found nests with 
young Colorado 1879, but the only 
nests and eggs recorded this year 
were the four already mentioned. 

have been trying obtain nests 
and eggs this species for several 
years and with this end view, have 
secured the services 
gent campers and miners who are 
home the hills. had mounted 


Ambrose expedition the Tintic Range 
during the third week March 
but only one secured,—a female full 
breeding plumage. One old nest was 
found black balsam tree 
zontal limb three feet from the trunk, 
and was supposed this species. 
One bird was observed chasing Gold- 
blackbirds worrying passing hawk. 
The Ambrose-Olsen-Johnson expedition 


Tests 


May, 


Springville Canon and Strawberry 
Peak April 1899 was unsuccessful 
account snow, though small flocks 
and single birds had been reported 
the vicinity the fall and the 
winters 1898 and Following 
this camc Hines’ three days’ trip 
March, the head American 
Fork Canon. Several birds were seen 
but were very wild and shy. 

Adams the vicinity Pleasant 
Valley Junction reported birds some 
abundance early March, and 
breeding. Hines American Fork 
Canon reported the birds common, ex- 
cepting breeding season. They 
are usually flocks and are noisy, bold 
and rapacious. Living 
house, relic the once prosperous 
days the Miller mine, once set 
some rat poison baits the second 
floor near the stairs. Returning after 
short absence found several dead 
“Camp Robbers” which had 
stairs get the bait. once caught 
bold fellow his hand while eating 
dinner. struggled, Mr. Hines 
thought, get away, but happening 
put his other hand containing some 
bread near it, the bird rapidly ate until 
could hold more. 

The Dunsden-Wilkin expedition 
the mountains north-west American 
Fork Canon, Utah Co. 
1900, proved This 
party secured nest with one egg, cap- 
turing the male parent the nest 
hand, and also nest and four eggs and 
later nest with three young 
ent. The first nest containing one egg 
was found March ina black balsam 
tree about fifty feet high 
fork limb growing outwardly, 
and then upward. The nest was about 


three feet from the body the tree 
and sixteen feet from the ground. The 
nest was rather plain view though 


overhung with thick canopy dense 
boughs. The situation was about 7,000 
feet altitude and about 1,000 feet below 
the ridge the mountain the side 
sheltered gulch facing the south. 


The nest and four eggs were found 
March 23, 1900, about 1,000 feet from 
the first nest and was also 
balsam tree feet high thirty 
inches diameter its base. The 
nest was thirty feet from the ground, 
feet from the body the tree. 
nest could only seen from 
tion the ground. The set was col- 
lected March 28. Many attempts 
were made secure the parent alive, 
but always left the nest asthe collect- 
had his hand nearly upon it. The 
nest contained four eggs when found 
and after five days had elapsed, incuba- 
tion appeared but slight. March the 
final attempt secure the parent was 
made, but without success. she left 
the nest Mr. Wilkin shot her, but 
missed. set was then secured with 
nest. 

will thus seen how extremely 
uncertain the finding the nests 
Clarke’s Crow any locality. Where 
the birds are plentiful one year they 
are absolutely wanting the next, owing 
absence presence food supply. 
Roaming over the country 
stealing, prying, inquisitive, noisy 
diers fortune,” they become locally 
these names will instantly recogniz- 
sons the hills Utah. partly 
account this nomadic tendency 
and partly because they breed early, 
while the ranges are enveloped 
mantles deepest snow, that their 


nests are difficult locate. fact, 
the absence snow this season,—an 
unusual one here—is what rendered 


progression over the hills possible and 
the locating and taking the eggs 
possibility. 

their noisy, roving 
Clarke’s Crows are singularly like an- 
other rare bird,—the Carolina Paroquet 
Florida and southern border states. 
James Preston this city has often told 
ine how immense flock Nutcrack- 
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ers the Deep Creek country west- 
ern Utah, suddenly taking wing and 
making voice, actually stampeded 
herd cattle which was driving. 
Mr. Nelson and others tell methatinthe 
Tintic Range, early March, has 
seen companies estimated “several 
hundred.” 

The eggs different sets vary con- 
siderably size. Mr. Gale’s Colorado 
sets measure respectively (Set 1.37x 
90, 1.36x.89, (Set 
inches. Major Bend- 
ire’s Oregon sets are smaller, measuring: 
(Set 1.22x.95, 1.20x.90; (Set 1.26x 
.95, 1.30x.92 inches. The four eggs 
first set are elongate-ovate 
the ground color the clearest pale 
green, covered with small flecks and 
spots lavender and brown. These 
small spots are distributed over two- 
thirds the largest ends the eggs, 
the pointed ends being almost the plain 
ground color. There tendency 
wreathing the markings, nor the 
primary greenish ground hidden any 
extent the minute spots. eggs 
are rather thin shelled, smooth, glossy 
and closely grained and 
99, 1.38x98, 1.38x.97 and inch- 
es. The first three eggs are the 
elongate type while the fourth more 


obtuse and broader, will seen 
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the measurements. Taken altogether 
consider the eggs, seen reposing 
their cumbrous nest bed juniper 
bark strips, with framing matted 
very beautiful type birds’ egg. The 
one egg taken March measures 1.33 
inches. 

ors found nest containing three young 
birds about three days old. parent 
was easily caught hand placed 
the edge the nest while exam- 
ined the nestlings. She 
the whole time, thus evincing wond- 
erful example maternal love for her 
offspring. nest, young and parent 
were collected April 13, the male parent 
being shot returning the nest. 
examination the writer, the throat 
the adult bird appeared protrude 
great degree and opening the 
was found literally packed with 
the small seeds the pinon pine, care- 
fully cleaned from the shells, and 
doubt intended exuded for tue 
benefit the young, which were very 
fat and evidently thriving the diet. 
All the above sets, nests and birds 
taken collectors Utah this 
year are now collection Miss 
Jean Bell Ridley Park, Pennsylvania. 


The Woodpeckers the Upper Salinas Valley. 


BY CHAS. S. THOMPSON, PASO ROBLES, CAL. 


[Read before the Northern Division of the Cooper Orn. Club, Jan. 6, 1900.] 


ROM the northern boundary 

San Luis Obispo County south 

the source the Salinas River, 

Salinas Valley. rolling, and white 
oaks two species are the most plenti- 
ful trees the hills, while cottonwoods 
are the characteristic trees the river 
bottom. With such combination 
not all strange that woodpeckers are 
plentiful both regards numbers and 
species. three seasons’ collecting 
the upper Salinas Valley have taken 
the eggs five species woodpeckers, 


follows:—Gairdner’s (Dryobates pubes- 
pes 
besides 
Flicker (Colaptes cafer) the six spe- 
cies all but the Red-breasted Sapsucker 
(Sphyrapicus ruber) residents, 
er, however, seen only during the 
winter and never common. Cabanis’s 
Woodpecker (Dryobates 
pus) may also found here sparingly, 
but have never yet seen it, shall 
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not include this paper. 

have taken eggs all the resident 
species and all them breed abundant- 
ly. The first, Gairdner’s Woodpecker, 
hunts mate about the first 
and the first May the nest hole 
finished and egg-laying commenced. 
The nest hole generally dug dead 
and well rotted trees, from two twen- 
ty-five feet from the ground. Cotton- 
woods are the favorite trees but oc- 
casionally willows and even fence-posts 
are favored. Inthe posts the nesting 
sites are very low,—two four five 
feet from the ground. nest found 
May 18, 1898 was only two feet from 
the ground and the hole was about 
eight inches deep, that the bottom 
was not more than sixteen inches from 
the ground. nest contained three 
young just hatched and one infertile 
egg. the other extreme, nest 
found May, 1897, was twenty-five 
feet from the ground 
wood and contained nothing, although 
the hole had been dug three 
weeks and the birds had occupied all 
the time. 

Another nest found May 1897 con- 
tained five fresh eggs. entrance 
was about fifteen feet from the ground 
cottonwood stump. The hole was 
ten inches deep and the female 
leave until had nearly chopped open 
the cavity. Last season took two sets, 
May from hole four feet from the 
After had enlarged the entrance 
saw bird the bottom and instantly 
took young one, but inves- 
would not leave her eggs and had 
remove her while she pecked 
fingers, drawing blood every blow. 
put her pocket and felt amply 
repaid finding set six fresh eggs. 
The set three eggs was taken May 
from hole eight feet dead 
cottonwood. The eggs were almost 
fresh and the female was incubating. 
This little woodpecker makes more 
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nests season than can use five, 
and these extra holes, which are gener- 
ally shallow, are resorted blue- 
birds, wrens and swallows. The male 
digs the extra holes while the female 
incubating. The male quite fearless 
and will allow person approach 
very close him and will often make 
for other woodpeckers who visit his lo- 
cality,in endeavor drive them 
away. 

Nuttall’s Woodpecker (Dryobates nut- 
talli) next. did not observe this 
species breeding until 1899 when took 
five sets eggs. very similar 
Gairdner’s Woodpecker habits, lay- 
ing from three five eggs. The spe- 
cies early breeder and begins lay- 
ing about the April even 
earlier. set five taken April 
were very slightly incubated and were 
taken from about seven feet 
live alder tree. The male bird 
was the eggs and left only after 
had commenced chopping. cavity 
was about one foot depth. the 
22nd April took two sets eggs 
this species, one three and one 
five. The set three was taken from 
nest thirty feet from the ground 
dead cottonwood and the eggs were 
slightly incubated. ‘The female was 
the nest and the male was near 
drumming dead limb. When 
came back the found the 
birds had commenced another nest 
few feet from the one had robbed. 

The set five was taken from hole 
cottonwood stub twelve feet 
and were well incubated. One the 
eggs the set remarkably long and 
narrow. The next day, April 23, 
took another set eggs this species. 
The hole was twenty feet from the 
ground dead cottonwood, and the 
female flushed when struck the tree. 
The nest contained three fresh eggs. 
fifth set was taken May and con- 
sisted four eggs, which have little, 
rough them, much after the 
style lumps some eggs. 
Incubation had commenced and the fe- 
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male had removed from the nest 
which was live cottonwood seven 
feet up, the cavity being nine inches 
deep. observations this species 
tally closely with those Gairdner’s 
Woodpecker. 

The Californian Woodpecker 
erpes formicivorus the most 
abundant species the list and fre- 
quents the oaks more than 
woods. The species also pecks holes 
houses and fills them with acorns. 
has apparently found out that redwood 
cornices are easier work than oak 
trees. Californian Woodpecker 
mates very early and must rear least 
three broods season, for have 
found their eggs April badly incu- 
bated, and again found young late 
August. The male bird does most 
the work excavation and the nests 
are nearly always living white oaks, 
where they are difficult reach, but 
dead cottonwoods are used occasionally. 
From three six eggs are laid, general- 
four five, and both sexes incubate, 
the eggs hatching about two weeks, 
which the incubation period most 
the woodpeckers this locality. 
Gairdner’s Woodpecker requires twelve 
days found out observation. 

set five Californian Woodpeck- 
er’s eggs taken April 23, were 
hole cottonwood twenty-seven 
feet up. The male was setting and 
almost caught him, but was sat 
limb the same tree and surveyed 
me. These eggs were fresh and 
delicate pinkish tinge before blowing. 
Another set four taken the same day 
from nest fifteen feet dead 
cottonwood 
species from hole twenty feet 
living white oak which were badly in- 
cubated, but the use pancreatin 
saved them, much satisfaction, 
never taken another set 
this size. 

Lewis’s Woodpecker tor- 
guatus) found only among the oaks 
and generally great distances 
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from the ground. set five taken 
April 27, 1899 were hole 
white oak. Woodpecker 
shy and retiring bird and seldom utters 
its peculiar cry, which way re- 
sembles the note our other wood- 
peckers. This bird flies like crow 
and difficult secure with gun. 
The eggs are four five number 
and resemble those the Red-shafted 
Flicker very closely. They vary much 
shape, some being similar this re- 
spect eggs the Mourning Dove. 
Lewis’s Woodpecker the 
“Crow Woodpecker,” Wood- 
pecker” and the juveniles the 
“Floating Dish-rag,” but where the lat- 
ter name comes from loss 
know. 

Our last breeding the 
Red-shafted Flicker cafer), 
known the Yellowhammer and also 
the Highholder. The species 
plentiful all seasons the year and 
the fall and winter they are some- 
times found quite large bands feed- 
ing upon the ground. They eat berries 
and other vegetable and the 
summer injure considerable fruit, but 
this depredation they have for com- 
pany both Lewis’s and the Californian 
Woodpeckers. The flicker also eats 
great many ants all the wood- 
peckers, for nearly every oak tree has 
ant’s nest near and the ants 
make life miserable for the collector. 

The Red-shafted Flicker lays from 
five seven eggs, the latter being the 
largest number have ever found 
nest. The eggs vary greatly size. 
Incubation begins with the laying 
the first egg and set seven which 
have, varied from fresh two eggs 
half-hatched another. The nests 
are usually not far from the ground, 
feet being the limit, while most 
the nests are but ten fifteen feet 
high. excavation varies depth 
from nine ten inches two feet and 
found nest over three feet deep 
fence post, where the birds 
stopped digging when they lost their 
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bearings and punctured the side the 
stump. 

Nest building commences the last 
March and full sets eggs may 
found April set five taken 
April were slightly incubated and 
were fifteen feet from the ground 
cavity cottonwood tree. the 
first May this pair birds had ex- 
cavated another shallow nest and the 
female laid five more eggs tree not 
ten feet from the one containing the 


first nest. The birds are devoted 
their eggs and may 
caught the nest. three 


broods must reared season 
fresh eggs may found late 
June. 

had queer experience with 
Western Bluebird oc- 
cidentalis) while examining nest 
this flicker. April.23, 1899. while 
collecting, noticed dead cottonwood 
the middle field and other 
trees within 200 feet it. had 
just taken several sets various wood- 
peckers’ eggs from similar situations, 
thought would examine this 
pounded the tree with hatchet, 
when out flew flicker from 
twenty-five feet bark was 
stripped off the tree and 
smooth and shaky well, but 
managed “shin up,” during which 
operation partly dislodged 
which projected from one side the 
tree. chopped open the flicker’s nest 
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Nesting the Mexican Turkey 


most dark decided start for home, 
when saw pair bluebirds flying 
about excitedly, but finally both dis- 
appeared. 

Then thought they probably had 
nest the tree and began examine 
the various cavities but without result. 
Remembering seeing hole the end 
the snag had partially dislodged, 
pulled out the cavity which held 
and started down the tree. When 
reached the ground began enlarge 
the entrance the hole the snag 
when the female flew from the hole 
and was soon possession six 
eggs. This shows the solicitude the 
bluebird for its eggs. The nest was 
composed entirely cottonwood fibers. 

The last the list our wood- 
peckers only winter visitant,—the 
Red-breasted Sapsucker (Sphyrapicus 
ruber.) arrive about the middle 
October and remain with until 
March, but are not plentiful any 
time, and have never seen more than 
three four one day. are 
very shy and when once shot will 
not allow person approach close 
enough shoot again. Many trees are 
attacked these birds, the live oak, 
cottonwood, sycamore 
seeming the favorites. The bird 
also eats ants and insects and some- 
times indulges berries. conclu- 
sion, probably have large list 
resident woodpeckers any similar 
region California, conditions are 
favorable for the woodpecker tribe. 


the Huachuca Mts., Ariz. 


gallopavo.) 


BY O. W. HOWARD, 


FT. 


HUACHUCA, ARIZ. 


{Read before the Southern Division of the Cooper Orn. Club, Jan. 31, 1900.] 


ARLY the spring the present 
year while walking down the 
wagon road one the main 
canons the Huachuca Mountains 
was very much surprised glanced 
the opposite hill-side see fine 


large Wild Turkey walking around, 
feeding under some oak trees. (to 


all appearances gobbler) was fully 
large, not larger, than any domestic 
bird seen. Either was 
not aware presence else 
presence did not disturb him, for 
was plain sight and not more than 
fifty yards distant. 

watched the bird for two three 


Fic. AND EGGS MEXICAN WILD TURKEY. 


Photos by O W" Howard 
GENERAL VIEW THE NEST AND 
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minutes when finally disappeared 
behind some bushes. This 
first Wild Turkey had ever seen and 
first thought was domestic bird 
that had strayed from 
house. the matter over 
wits came back and knew 
there were turkeys any the 
ranch houses that 
ing thisconclusion, was about 
shoot, but quickly decided not 
and was afterward glad for 
cluded there was more than one bird 
the vicinity and thought might pos- 
sibly find nest leaving them un- 
disturbed. For sometime was dis- 
appointed, until one day 
reported having seen two turkeys not 
far from the place where had seen the 
first one. 

After that the birds were seen quite 
often and always the same vicinity. 
believe there were only two birds 
the vicinity, least there were never 
more than two seen time. tried 
persuade various persons not 
shoot the birds but was somewhat dis- 
appointed this, for know very 
trying anyone who enjoys hunting 
out taking shot him, and does 
not worry disinterested party much 
whether turkeys ever lay eggs not, 
eggs from these two birds were 
rather slim. 

happened, the life the 
birds was only spared 
marksmanship some the natives, 
still had hopes getting set eggs 
and made several searches the local- 
ity where the birds had been seen 
often. had all sorts pictures 
mind the nest wanted much 
find, but the season rolled and 
the middle June came the con- 
clusion that the eggs had hatched and 
set eggs that season. 

Imagine surprise when, the 
fine set nine turkey’s eggs. Mex- 


ican who was packing mining timber 
from the mountains was out looking for 
his burros one morning and flushed the 
old bird from the nest. The Mexican 
knew that brother and were “bird 
catchers” “bug-hunters” (the terms 
commonly used this vicinity for any- 
one interested natural history.) 
the man from the land 
told brother about the nest and said 
would let him have the eggs for 
pesos,” other words, $2.00. 
brother knew would only too glad 
get the eggs that price and agreed 
take them, the Mexican took him 
the nest. When they got within 
few yards the old bird left and ran 
off into the brush. 

The nest was the bed the canon 
the base the hill, natural de- 
pression the soft earth the side 
rock, and just under large white oak 
tree. With the half tones, this descrip- 
tion will hardly necessary. The 
nest had lining leaves and small 
twigs, with few feathers from the old 
bird scattered about. The nest was 
about mile above the place where 
had seen the first bird and about 
7000 feet elevation. Strange say, 
the nest was within stone’s throw and 
plain sight from well-traveled trail. 

Taking into consideration fact 
that the bird was shot and otherwise 
disturbed often, was much sur- 
prised see the nest near the trail. 
Possibly the bird took the precaution 
placing her nest that position she 
could watch the trail and make her es- 
cape the least alarm without being 
seen. eggs were all addled and 
think they had been set for least 
six weeks. Fortunately had cold 
when blew them, can not say 
what per cent hy- 
drogen” they contained. The decaying 
the eggs was probably due the 
bird being disturbed too often while 
setting, wet weather may have been 
the cause it. taking the picture 
the eggs, placed the camera within 
two feet the nest, and the picture 
showing the locality was taken frcm 
point about twelve feet from the nest. 
Both pictures were taken after sunset. 
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California Jay Again. 


Mr. Taylor’s remarks about Provi- 
dent Bluejay” the March number 
the may supplemented 
some observations which perhaps will 
prove interesting some our read- 
ers. The theory that the Jay buries 
the nut that will acquire mouldy 
wormy flavor hardly tenable. 
nut buried this manner, sound, will 
not become either wormy mouldy, 
but will soften and finally sprout. 
Whether the bird prefers the softness 
the actual sprout hard deter- 
mine, but the fact that the Jays, both 
the Aphelocoma and Cyanocitta this 
coast, will pull grain, peas corn 
after has sprouted, while they but 
sparingly pick any loose kernels ly- 
ing upon the surface, proves that they 
delight either the softness the 
grain its sprouted state. have 
had acres peas that were sown the 
end March cut green for feed 
when large enough, practically de- 
stroyed these birds. fact, unless 
watched poisoned, they have some- 
times pulled nine-tenths least 
the peas. Yet they not this ev- 
ery year, some seasons not doing any 
damage all. seems depend 
what other food supply may obtain- 
able the time. 

remember one spring when patch 
about acre and half was sown 
with mixture peas and oats, and 
the peas were pulled fast 
sprouted, the jays, that the crop 
consisted oats alone. this instance 
the land was bordered growth 
trees that made fine shelter which 
the birds could retreat when disturbed. 
shot over forty one afternoon 
this occasion and good many suc- 
ceeding days, but they soon became 
wary that was impossible get an- 
other shot after one was killed, and yet 
the crop was 

Some years they destroy lot 
corn, and other years almost none. But 
show that Mr. Taylor partly right 


about wormy flavor being pleasing, 
have found that there are wire wornis 
field corn the jays, they pull 
the corn all, will choose the sprouted 
kernels that are pierced and contain 
aworm. times, however, they will 
pull the corn and eat the sprouted ker- 
nels when wire worms are present 
the field. the corn coming 
through the ground shows indication 
guess how they know which are infest- 
and which not. have proved that 
they know how select shooting 
infested field and in- 
variably finding that they have chosen 
only wormy grains. 

This year the Jays, conjunction 
with Towhees, Juncos and few Flick- 
ers, badly damaged some late sown oats 
beside the house. watched them with 
glasses from the porch. They would 
dig away with their bills earth 
from the stalk where just showed 
through, get good grip and pull. 
the stalk broke they would try the next 
one. whole plant came 
the rcots they would jump the 
nearest lump earth and pick the ker- 
nel out the husk, leaving husk, roots 
and stalk lying the lump. There 
were worms this grain all. 
Shooting one occasionally would 
them all fly the nearest trees, but 
they would again few min- 
utes, with some watch. Grain 
the surface might have lain there 
long time and they would only peck 

All this proves that they want their 
grain soft sprouted state. the 
other hand, have seen Jays time and 
again carry off pieces bread bis- 
cuit from the yard and bury them 
the grass hillside, keeping this 
long the supply continued. 
the bread soft enough the first 
place this must done either pre- 
serve for future use or, Mr. Taylor 
suggests, perhaps for the purpose de- 
veloping worms. 
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When the Jays are actually destroy- 
ing crop peas corn, have 
learned poison good many coat- 
ing some the grain with thin solu- 
tion glue into which strychnine has 
been stirred and scattering this the 
surface the field. They will pick 
grain two now and then, and 
does not take many prove fatal. 
This can only done with large 
grains like peas corn, otherwise 
great many other birds would suffer 
also. Even then number coons, 
skunks etc., eat the dead jays and pay 
the penalty. However this system 
poisoning only resorted when 
matter absolute necessity save 
crop. 

worthy note that the Blue- 
fronted Jays, the instance robbing 
the pea fields, are numerous the 
California Jays, while two three 
weeks later, the middle April, 
the former will have nearly all disap- 
peared, while the latter remain numer- 
ous all through the breeding season. 
The Blue-fronted Jays apparently scat- 
ter widely among the heavily timbered 
hills and breed the thick clumps 
bay, the tall firs and redwoods, re- 
turning with their young the bottom 
lands, however, ample time destroy 
much fruit our small family or- 
chards they possibly can. 

JOSEPH MAILLIARD. 

San Geronimo, Marin Co., Cal. 


Nest and Egos the California Creeper. 


Having noticed but little definite in- 
formation concerning the nesting the 
California Creeper (Certhia occiden- 
talis), submit the following notes 
nest and five eggs which were collected 
for Mr. Loren Taylor Fyffe, 
Cal. The California Creeper sum- 
mer resident the redwood belt the 
Coast Range California, also the 
great pine region the Sierra Nevada 
Mountains, both which localities 
theless, the eggs have remained scarce 
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collections for years, owing the 
fact that the nest difficult one lo- 
cate the forest, and with many 
other species, most successfully 
found watching the bird carrying 
building material. 

April 16, 1898, Mr. Taylor ob- 
served pair Creepers building 
crack pine stub about three 
feet from the ground and six inches 
back from the surface. The nest with 
its five eggs were collected April 
Mr. Taylor who kindly presented 
them me. nest was simply 
mat fine cedar bark with which was 
mixed few feathers, and measures 
about five inches long two inches 
across and depth one and 
inches. 

The eggs have white ground color 
and are liberally spotted with flakes 
and confluent blotches reddish-brown, 
nearest the large ends, with underlying 
shell markings lavender. The eggs 
measure .60x.48, .58x.47, .58x.46, 
.46 and .57x.45 inches. This set now 
the possession Miss Jean Bell 
Ridley Park, Penn. BARLOW. 


those our readers who appreci- 
art, recommend beautifully 
printed and illustrated magazine issued 
the Southern Pacific Company 
probably the finest 
printed magazine the Pacific Coast, 
each number being replete 
tones California’s resources which 
are entertainingly embellished the 
pleasure look and read, and 
those interested should address 
Woodman, Editor, Montgomery St., 
San Francisco. 


Mr. Moopy the South- 
ern Division has two delightful essays 
the wild flowers California the 
February and March numbers the 
Land Sunshine, both which reflect 
Mr. Moody’s intimate knowledge 
botany. 
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The various collectors Mr. 
Taylor have, March been 
very successful their field work. Be- 
sides thirteen sets Golden Eagle and 
four sets five eggs the Prairie Fal- 
con, they were fortunate enough col- 
lect almost perfectly fresh egg 
California Condor March Mon- 
terey Co. The nesting place 
trayed the parent bird flying from 
the nest the face cliff 500 feet 
high, the pot-hole which the egg was 
laid being 350 feet from the bottom and 
the egg was secured lowering the 
collector with rope. size the 
hole was about sixteen inches en- 
trance, opening broadening inwardly 
toa chamber six feet long, feet 
wide and two feet high. The egg was 
laid the bare sand and ashy green 
color, deeply pitted all over and, like 
some other specimens that have passed 
through Mr. Taylor’s hands, has several 
warty excrescences surface 
somewhat larger than pin head 
size. texture close grained, and 
the egg glossy, measuring 4.44x2.66 
inches. noticeable that these eggs 
lose their greenish cast within few 
years after having been collected and 
this accounts for apparently conflicting 
statements published articles the 
species. dozen more au- 
thentic examples now collections 
reasonably sure that the egg the 
California Condor varies 
sential particulars from those other 
members the American 
First, they are always unspotted; sec- 
ondly, one egg constitutes full set. 

LATER. Since the above was written 
Mr. Taylor’s field men have come 
from another two weeks’ trip which 
they were successful taking their 
second condor’s egg the season 
March from pot-hole the face 
sandstone bluff San Luis Obispo 
Co., Cal. The egg measures 4.38x2.63. 


strong textured with heavily 
glossed shell and the same 
wart-like protuberances mentioned 
the first egg. Mr. Taylor’s collectors 
also added series Prairie Falcons, 
all sets five eggs each, one more set 
Golden Eagle heavily reddish 
set Duck Hawk and minor sets 
hawks and owls. All these sets, in- 
cluding both condors’ eggs, have been 
acquired Miss Jean Bell 
vania. 


BRIGHT, typically Western maga- 
zine Land Sunshine published 
Los Angeles, Cal., and edited Mr. 
Chas. Lummis. ranks perhaps 
the leading monthly the West 
many respects, aboundimg 
stories fiction and romance, essays 
California’s natural beauties and won- 
comment, all combined with journal- 
istic dexterity that savors originality. 
Its substantial features 
mented with profusion half-tones 
page journal veritable treat. 
February number contains 
character sketch the late Dr. Coues, 
with recent photographs, Mr. 
mis. The February and March issues 
are graced with entertaining essays 
California wild flowers 
Amadon Moody, while the April num- 
ber contains some 
graphs living wild birds Elizabeth 
and Joseph Grinnell, together with ap- 
propriate text. Many features 
Land Sunshine appeal directly the 
nature lover, and its 
worthy elements all round out 
bright journal. Angeles, 
Cal., year. 


THE appearance the Proceedings 
the 
brings prominent notice the associa- 
tion Nebraska ornithologists which 
will known the Nebraska Ornith- 
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ologists’ Union. Dec. 16, 1899, the 
organization the society was accom- 
plished and the following officers elect- 
ed: Prof. Lawrence Bruner, President; 
Wolcott, Recording Secretary and 
Hunter, Corresponding Secretary. 
The Proceedings the Union consist 
acomplete report the first annual 
meeting and embraces forty-four pages 
which are found the constitution and 
by-laws the Union and nine papers 
value read before the meeting. 
whole neatly printed heavy book 
paper and forms report that would 
credit much older organization. 
hoped that this association 
Nebraskan ornithologists will much 
increase our knowledge the avi- 
fauna the region, and judging from 
the excellent commencement, this bids 
fair carried out unexpected 
degree. 


ANOTHER notable Californian egg 
collection has recently passed out 
the state, being this instance the 
collection Mr. Henry Ward Carriger, 
lowed the pathway several other 
western cabinets and Miss Jean Bell 
Ridley Park, Penn., becomes the fortun- 
ate possessor, thus adding one more 
complete collection her already mag- 
nificent museum. Mr. Carriger’s collec- 
tion contained many choice individual 
sets well valuable series, all per- 
sonally taken him the vicinity 
his former home. One set deserving 
especial mention was 1-6 California 
Pygmy Owl califor- 
nicum) taken near Carri- 
ger’s ability and success the field 
was manifest throughont the choice col- 
lection. 


THE for April records the death 
one active and three associate mem- 
bers the U., who were well 
known many workers the coast. 
George Sennett, active member, 
Francis Browne Framingham, 


Mass., passed away January the 
age 70, while John Dakin Syra- 
cuse, and Foster Brackett 
each died after brief illness. 
Mr. Brackett was very favorably known 
many Californian workers through 
his cordial correspondence 
prepared bird skins, many which 
grace Californian cabinets. had 
process, previous his death, ex- 
tended list the birds observed about 
secured and published. 


behalf the American Ornithol- 
ogists’ Union, Mr. Abbott Thayer 
has addressed the public, through 
the appeal for funds pro- 
tect from slaughter the gulls and terns 
the Atlantic Coast. recounts 
their valuable work scavengers 
the harbors, and states that already 
their ranks have been decimated the 
plume hunter. Those who are willing 
contribute fund for the protec- 
tion the gulls and terns are requested 
address Wm. Dutcher, Treasurer, 
525 Manhattan Ave., New York City. 


Mr. Torrey, member the 
Cooper Club, who has been studying 
the Columbia University New York, 
has been appointed Fellow the De- 
partment Zoology recognition 
his ability. Mr. home 
Berkeley, Cal. 


the meeting the California 
Academy Sciences held San Fran- 
cisco April 16, Mr. Joseph Grinnell 
gave general talk “Birds the 
Arctic 


the editorship Mr. Regin- 
ald Heber Howe Jr., Longwood, 
Brookline, Mass., has appeared 
four six page publication entitled 
Notes Rhode Island Ornithology, de- 
voted, its title implies, notes on, 
and records Rhode Island birds. The 
publication neat one and full val- 
uable data judging from the January 
and April numbers hand. The paper 
will published quarterly. 


Land Birds Marin County, Cal. 


BY JOS. MAILLIARD, SAN GERONIMO, CAL, 


Among the many counties this large state, Marin county occupies somewhat 
unique position, its situation being similar only one other. This San Fran- 
cisco county, which being very small, covering not much more than the city lim- 
its, cuts but little figure ornithologically. Marin itself one the smallest 
counties the state, yet has considerable area, being somewhat the shape 
diamond with the longer diagonal about forty-three miles and the shorter 
thirty. 

The peculiarity its position lies the fact that three sides the diamond 
salt water. Three-fourths its boundary coast line, the actual contour 
the shore probably making more than five-sixths the total. The western 
and south-western sides are washed the Pacific Ocean while Francisco 
Bay limits eastern. its short northern side not near any large valley 
river practically cut off from any direct natural line north and south mi- 
gration. All birds flying into the county from the south have cross 
cisco Bay, while those migrating south must cross when they leave. con- 
sequence this those birds which not make long, strong flights seem only 
wander from their regular routes more the manner stragglers than 
regular migrants. 

For instance, the big flight Louisiana Tanagers 1896 which was notable 
throughout the state, only touched this county toa slight extent, but very few 
birds having been noticed. Yet many the regular immigrants must cross the 
bay, for the period the first spring migrations, they are seen the southern 
part, where warmer, sometimes two three weeks before they arrive the 
interior. ‘These first arrivals apparently come over from San Francisco Ala- 
meda county. possible that some birds, like the lutescens 
for instance, may come from Sonoma county the north and follow the 
warmer bay shore until they reach the southern extremity Marin 
fore venturing into the interior, but there are observers the right spots 
determine this. 

The county for the most part exceedingly hilly, almost mountainous, and 
large proportion its area covered with either timber brush. the tim- 
bered areas there are three divisions; the redwood, which intermingled with 
and runs into fir, bay, madrone etc.; the pine and the oak regions. Each 
bird life peculiar itself, yet there are certain birds common all. 
wood region and immediate vicinity contains far the majority Cyanocitta 


Certhia occidentalis and Anorthura pacificus for instance. The pine 


region harbors the almost exclusively, while the oak region, which 
like parts Sonoma county and fact extension that county’s oak 
region, inhabited the aculeata, Parus ete. 

The brushy areas are also several distinct kinds, but these merge into one 
another more less, and with the exception perhaps the sage, cyanothus and 
salmon berry regions, need not considered having peculiar avifauna. And 
indeed these three only seem attractive certain birds certain seasons. 
For example, that occasional winter visitant, the megarhyncha, 
here all only found the tops the hills among the cyanothus. Again 
the spring the found and probably breeds the sage brush, 
and yet late summer may observed among poison oak bushes 
berry vines grassy hillsides far away from the sage. 

The temperature, especially winter, varies great different parts 
the county, and the habits the birds vary accordingly. The bay shore enjoys 
much more equable winter temperature than the interior, consequence 
which House Finches and Hummingbirds may found all winter San Ra- 
fael, which the edge salt water marsh, while never found during De- 


cember and January few miles further inland, where the mercury has way 
tumbling down 16° 18° any clear morning during those months. 

The ocean side the county has equable temperature also, but wind 
swept and bleak, and very similar that portion San Francisco county 
tween the city and the ocean shore, having large areas sand and lupines, 
which are the breeding homes Zonotrichia gambeli. Quite stretch the 
northern-most portion the ocean side however, open grass land and consists 
low rolling hills, with but little timber brush. This portion has not been 
closely observed knowledge and may contain some forms unfamiliar me. 
The following list Land Birds made from the observations many years 
made brother and myself, with occasional aid from Allen this 
place. This sketch the county only intended give sort general idea 
its characteristics relation its avifauna, enabling one arrive better 
understanding the subject. 

Lophortyx CALIFORNIA PARTRIDGE. Ccmmon resident. 
Columba fasciata. BAND-TAILED PIGEON. Breeds sparingly. Occasionally 
very numerous fall winter. 
Zenaidura macroura. MOURNING Breeds abundantly; sparingly 
resident winter. 
aura. TURKEY VULTURE. Common resident. Breeds, prob- 
ably sparingly. 
leucurus. WHITE-TAILED Occasional visitor; breeding 
record. 
Circus MARSH HAWK. Common winter resident. 
SHARP-SHINNED Common winter resident. 
COOPER’S HAwk. Ccmmon winter resident. 
WESTERN GOSHAWK. Rare visitor. 
calurus. REDTAIL. Common resident. Nests neigh- 
borhood San Geronimo tall firs and redwoods; other localities large oaks. 
elegans. RED-BELLIED Occasional winter visitant. 
Archibuteo FERRUGINOUS ROUGH-LEG. Rare. 
resident one two localities. 
GOLDEN EAGLE. Sparingly resident. 
anatum. Duck Rare resident. few breed some 
the rugged cliffs ocean shore. 
Falco Probably very rare visitant. One 
shot myself, but not recovered and consequently identification not confirmed. 
DESERT SPARROW Common resident; quite 
numerous. 
Pandion AMERICAN OSPREY. Very rare visitant. Three 
seen various times Lake Laguinitas and one taken. 
Strix AMERICAN BARN Common resident; not numerous. 
and fir forests. Probably not very abundent. 
Asio SHORT-EARED Common salt water marshes 
winter and presumably resident. 
Megascops SCREECH OWL. Very abundant resi- 
dent. 
resident; numerous. 
BURROWING Owl. Sparingly resident restricted 
areas. 
not numerous. 
ROAD-RUNNER. Very sparingly resident. 
having been seen Olema 1898, but specimens taken. 
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KINGFISHER. Common resident; not very numerous. 


very abundant. 

rather numerous. 

ant major portion county, but more numerous near northern boundary. 

Three specimens taken San Geronimo; further record. 

ruber. RED-BREASTED SAPSUCKER. Common resident winter. 
Never very numerous; mostly females. Out twenty-seven specimens taken 
the last four years only five were males. 

very numerous except near northern boundary. 

breeding record. 

auratus. have taken one two specimens Co- 
/aptes winter that are almost typical The cross breeds between auratus 
and cafer are comparatively numerous winter, showing every possible combin- 
ation. 

some specimens approach saturatior. 

rocky parts the county. 

probably resident limited numbers. 

anna. HUMMINGBIRD. Sparingly resident winter, but 
very numerous spring and summer. Breeds very extensively through long 
season. 

rufus. HUMMINGBIRD. Abundant immigrant early 
spring. Breeds sparingly and not very abundant summer. 

HUMMINGBIRD. Sparingly (?) resident winter, 
but breeds abundantly from February July. Have taken none winter, but 
have seen some San Rafael that were apparently this species. 

ARKANSAS Common summer resident. 
Breeds abundantly. record April 

ASH-THROATED FLYCATCHER. Common summer 
resident; not very abundant. record April 18. 

PHOEBE. Sparingly winter resident. 

Sayornis BLACK PHOEBE. Common resident; comparatively 
abundant. 

dent firs and redwoods. record April 28. 

ident. record April 26. 

FLYCATCHER. Abundant summer resi- 
dent. record March 

certain localities. 

tween and Very abundant resident among the fir and redwood 
forests. 


californica. Very abundant resident. 


AMERICAN RAVEN. Sparingly resident; scattered pairs 
inhabiting certain fixed localities. 
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americanus (?) AMERICAN (?) Crow. (Seems intermediate 
between americanus and caurinus.) Common resident; very numerous along the 
bay shores. 

dent. Occasionally seen casually among flocks Scolecophagus 
ing latter part winter, and probably sparingly resident marshes bay shore. 

Agelaius BLACKBIRD. Spring and fall migrant; 
sometimes passing through great quantities, going north May and June, and 
south September. Some years not observed fall and but few seen spring. 

neglecta. MEADOWLARK. Common resident; fair- 
abundant. 

ORIOLE. Common summer resident. Abund- 
ant some parts. record April 

BLACKBIRD. Very abundant res- 
ident. 

WESTERN EVENING GROSBEAK. Exceedingly 
rare visitant. One collection taken near Olema November, and has been re- 
ported seen one two occasions; probably accidental. 

dent; rather abundant. 

and sparingly winter some warmer spots. 

stricklandi (?) (?) CROSSBILL. (Seems intermed- 
iate between and Occasional winter visitant. flocks 
and does not remain long. 

salicamans. GOLDFINCH. Common summer resi- 
dent some portions county; not abundant. 

psaltria. ARKANSAS GOLDFINCH. Resident; abundant 
summer, sparingly winter. 

some years abundant and other years rare; arrives about May 

PINE SISKIN. Resident. Abundant large flocks win- 
ter; scattered breeding season. 

Ammodramus WESTERN SAVANNA SPARROW. Abundant 
winter resident. 

shes along San Francisco Bay. 

ingly summer resident. 

Zonotrichia intermedia. INTERMEDIATE SPARROW. Reported 
Allen. have never taken any this county. 

winter, but breeding season only found among the lupins the Point Reyes 
region. Comes San Geronimo, which about miles from the breeding 
ground, September and leaves end April. 

resident. Arrives September and leaves April. 

resident. 

oregonus. Abundant winter resident. Arrive 
latter part September and leave April. 

thurberi. THURBER’S Occasional summer resident. Nest 
and parent found and given us, but bird almost destroyed and 
hatched. Apparently Adult and juvenile seen July and August, 
but none taken. Presumably 
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ant immigrant summer after breeding season. some years sparingly winter 
resident. 

ruficeps. SPARROW. Summer resident 
very limited localities, never abundant. Passes through August and September 
migrating south. Occasionally taken winter. 

Abundant marshes. 

guttata. Rusty SONG SPARROW. Winter resident. Never 
abundant. Arrives September and October. 

Earliest record September 18. 

resident. Arrives September and beginning October. 

THICK-BILLED SPARROW. Some winters more 
less abundant the summits brushy ranges. Other years none observed. 
Usually present only very cold winters and during the coldest part. 1897 
few taken September. ‘These were possibly brood raised parents that 
had been partially crippled the previous winter. 

oregonus. OREGON Common resident; comparatively 
abundant. 

Zamelodia melanocephala. GROSBEAK. sum- 
mer resident. April earliest record. 

earliest record May (C. Allen April 27.) 

TANAGER. Spring migrant, going north. 
Generally rare this time, but some years abundant. Also late 
grant, numbers coming into the country when fruit ripe and remaining during 
greater part August and September, mostly birds the year. 

Earliest record March 24. 

erythrogaster. BARN SWALLOW. Common summer resident. Our 
earliest record April (C. Allen March 31.) 

white oak regions. 

grant. Sparingly summer resident. 

Clivicola riparia. BANK Abundant summer resident favor- 
able localities. 

resident. 

WAXWING. Spring and fall migrant. Never 
observed very large quantities. 

Notes heard one occasion. Never 
seen. 

Lanius SHRIKE. Sparingly resident. 

record March 28. 

VIREO. Rare visitant. One fall record only. 


resident. First observed February 15. 

WARBLER. Common summer resident. 

Dendroica MYRTLE WARBLER. Sparingly winter resident. 


105 Dendroica auduboni. AUDUBON’S WARBLER. Abundant winter resident. 
Arrives about September 25. 

106 Dendroica nigrescens. GRAY WARBLER. Very rare 
fall visitant. Only two records. 

Dendroica WARBLER. Rare winter visitant. 

WARBLER. Sparingly summer resi- 
dent. observed April 

the marshes. Rather abundant favorable localities. 

dent. First observed March 26. 

Anthus pensilvanicus. AMERICAN Abundant winter resident. 

AMERICAN pair formerly bred near the 
headwaters Lagunitas Creek. None seen for some years. 

114 MOCKINGBIRD. One specimen taken Allen. 

redivivus. CALIFORNIAN THRASHER. Notes heard among 
thick chaparral, but record. 

ROCK WREN. Very sparingly fall migrant, except 
rocky cliffs ocean shore, where breeds limited numbers. 

spilurus. WREN. Abundant resident. 

PARKMAN’S WREN. Common summer resident. 
Not very abundant. 

WESTERN WINTER WREN. Common winter resi- 
dent. 

swamps and marshes. 

Certhia occidentalis. CREEPER. Common resident. Not 
abundant. 

aculeata. NUTHATCH. Rare winter visitant 
San Geronimo, but probably resident near Sonoma county line. 

canadensis. RED-BREASTED NUTHATCH. Very abundant August 
and September 1898, leaving October. Never recorded before and not seen 
since. 

124 PYGMY NUTHATCH. Sparingly resident limited area 
Point Reyes district. 

Probably resident near Sonoma county line. 

Parus CHICKADEE. Abundant resident. 

Chamea fasciata. Abundant resident. 

winter visitant. Most numerous early spring. 

RUBY-CROWNED KINGLET. Abundant winter resident. 
Arrives end September. Almost all males. 

obscura. WESTERN GNATCATCHER. Late summer visitant. 
Sometimes abundant August. Stays few weeks its way south. 

SOLITAIRE. Occasional winter visitor 
tops higher ranges during very cold season. Never numerous; only re- 
corded three times. 

ustulata. THRUSH. Common resi- 
dent. earliest record May (C. Allen April 23.) 

San Geronimo almost every specimen taken has proved male. 
Earliest record September 26. 

135 Merula propingua. Abundant winter resident. 
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Scarce dry winters. 
bulk arrivals varying with seasons. 
nevia. 
arrivals early November. 


occidentalis. 
*‘Summer Resident’’—breeds. 


Communications. 


Goncerning the Active Membership the 


Editor 

The question has often been asked since 
came California why few our workers 
Following this idea one once impressed 
with the fact that among our western ornitholo- 
gists there strong feeling that we, 
whole, should better and more fairly repre- 
sented that body. 

When the was founded, believe 
1883, there was comparatively little interest 
ornithology and that mainly confined the 
scientific centers the Fast, was very 
natural that its membership 
made from that section. Cer- 
tainly the timber selected that time was 
sound that the ornithologists the country 
have accepted that body their authority 
ever since, and doubt will continue 
for all time provided broadens and expands 
meet the changed conditions which confront 
from year year. the present time 
clusion adhering arbitrarily rule that 
limits its active list fifty members, the 
exclusion many worthy workers, and find 
strong sentiment exists that this policy 
changed. Right here might well men- 
tion some the many reasons given why the 
West, (and that mean all that section 
the country not under the direct inspection 
the Eastern scientific centers) should more 
fully recognized that body. The one most 
often put forward the fact that interest, in- 
stead being confined little coterie the 
Fast, has spread all over the until 
every state has its workers; not mere dabblers 
and but active, intelligent 
workers who are covering their respective fields 
with credit. 

its Cooper Ornithological Club containing 
membership 90, supporting organ “The 
which has almost monopoly orig- 
inal articles covering western field notes and 
discoveries. Other states are forging the 
front and today instead depending 
expeditions and trips these far- 
away points, which best could make but 
cursory examination, have active workers 


VARIED THRUSH. 
Leaves April. 
WESTERN BLUEBIRD. 
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Usually some arrivals about October 15, but 


Abundant winter resident. Bulk 


Abundant resident. 


the ground the year around; fact, now 
that the East has been thoroughly gleaned 
and threshed, these remote parts and 
these same workers that the East must look 
for detailed facts concerning, our least known 
birds. certainly important event when 
expedition returns with new species 
describe, but also important learn the 
life history that species and that what our 
western workers are doing today, and the facts 
regarding migration, distribution and habits 
western birds are important the world 
were those which gave reputation the 

Another reason often mentioned why the 
should enlarge its active list, take 
such action will infuse new blood into its 
veins against old age, the fact 
that many its members have completed 
their life work or, other words,while they re- 
tain interest ornithology, they have ceased 
the full sense the word. 
One cannot say that they are entirely shelved 
for their’s are names still conjure by, but 
their life work behind them and numbers 
are all proportion active list 
members the Fach year this fact 
becomes more apparent, and only ques- 
tion time when the Union will dominated 
handful men, has not already 
reached that point. there reason for the 
demand that instead contracting while all 
else expanding, should meet the conditions 
which prevail and give all sections representa- 
tion that represents. 

has not been made plain how the 
had best meet the question, but the simplest 
way would increase the number 
75, might provide for the 
member after had completed 
his life work list, filling the 
vacancy the active list from the best ma- 
terial hand; but this only de- 
tail. What wish emphasize the 
the leading ornithologists, its ‘‘active’’ 
composed men who have been, 
and many are now, our most active ornitholo- 
gists, becoming each year more inactive the 
shelving account ill health, otherwise, 
its older members; maintaining policy 
which prevents ornithologist equal 
bre from taking the place entitled 
the council the elect. 
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were result admitting single incompe- 
tent person the list. The require- 
should severe and the honor only 
those who earn there 
are few who deserve should 
cause the rumber fifty arbitrarily adhered 
Out our membership Iam sure 
have two, possibly three, who would fill the re- 
quirement every will see this 
number that fix the standard high, and 
wou'd not expect that all would admitted 
once, but certainly one two should be. 

have never heard any good reason why 
this state affairs should exist, perhaps can 
Certainly there are many who 


would like have the condition changed 
else satisfactorily explained. 
Pasadena, Cal. 
M M 
The Glub Gollection Birds. 


Denver, Colo., March 21, 1900. 
The Cooper Ornithological 

Apropos the suggestion President Fmer- 
that you aggregate study collection 
lection well under way, will contribute 100 
from this state, tative lot, 
their selection. like informed 
the cvo.lection ete. 

Very truly, 
Frep 
M M 


Publications Reviewed. 


WARBLER SONGS. The Wilson Bul- 
letin, No. Lynds Jones, .Ober- 
lin, Jan. 56. 

Not since the publication its valu- 
able bulletin the American Crow, 
under the direction Mr. Frank Burns, 
has the Wilson Ornithological Chapter 
put ferth such complete summary 
results given line study that 
embodied the present 
field study possessing almost 
limitless range results, Mr. Jones has 
gleaned enough substantial facts, and 
hes arranged his cbservations, 
form most creditable basis from which 
proceed farther the work warb- 
ler songs. has been easy task, 
especially the separation the various 
warblers into the class whose song 
most nearly like their own. 
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Two song periods are first defined,— 
the and the seasona/, 
are subdivided into the “call 
song” and “passion song,” between 
which the author distinguishes 
lows: ‘The call song the product 
deliberate purpose but the passion 
song wants bursts forth 
unbidden.” Mr. Jones comments upon 
the difficulties properly describing 
bird songs, and with him the majority 
our observers will agree. says: 
“This may minimized combining 
notes from many describers, thus secur- 
ing sort Volapuk description, 
which will really generalized song 
possibly suggestive most 
ready familiar with the song, but prac- 
tically useless the novice.” 

Following lucid introduction comes 
the descriptions the warbler songs, 
divided into five classes. These are: 
Thin, wiry high-pitched songs; 
Songs striking character; Songs 
resembling that the Chipping Spar- 
row and Junco; Species whose 
songs resemble that the Yellow 
Warbler; Whistling songs. Under 
each heading appears proper 
species and subspecies, together with 
numerous examples their 
obvious, however, that the songs 
genus are sometimes widely divergent 
its several species; for illustration, 
species the Dendroica group are 
found each the five categories. 
The paper ends with Field Key 
the Spring Males.” the 
work the author has embraced the ob- 
all recent writers the 
subject, and the paper forms the neat- 
est thing warbler songs which has 
been given 

THE Coast Survey 
steamer Pathfinder, which has been en- 
gaged chart work about the Hawaiian 
Islands, has reached Seattle, whence 
she wil] leave shortly for Alaskan wa- 
ters. Mr. Richard McGregor 
ing official photographer the ex- 
pedition. 
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Ornithological Results Dr. Nansen’s Expedition the North Pole. 


BY. DR. R. W. SHUFELDT, M. A. O. U. 


last mail there came 
from Christiania, Norway; 
mentary copy the work devoted 
the bird-studies made Dr. Nansen, 
the famous Arctic explorer, and his nat- 
uralists aboard the sledge- 


two other specimens the 
being dead and hung the feet 
exhibit the pattern the dorsal and 
ventral plumage. 

Fridtjof Nansen Fund for the Advance- 
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' 
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| 
be ana 7° 


Fic. Rhodostethia rosea. YOUNG PLUMAGE. (Reduced.) 


journeys made and fro from her, dur- 
ing the years 1893-96. ‘This 
chure has just been issued 
sumptuous quarto form (paper) illus- 
trated one colored plate the 
young first plumage 
rosea, and one full-page half-tone 


ment Science, Jacob Dybwad 
Christiania, Norway, Longmans, 
Green Co. London, New York and 
Leipzig.* Professor Robert Collett, 
*The Norwegian Norin Polar Fv pediiion 1845-18 ©, Sci- 


entific Results, edited by Fridtjof Nansen, TV. An Ac- 
count of the Birds, by Robt. Collett and Fridtiof Nansen, 
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Professor Zoology the University 
Christiania and foreign member 
the U., associated with Doctor 
Nansen the production this valu- 
able contribution polar ornithology. 
the aid camera have made 
reduced copy the colored plate 
rosea, and half-tone copy this 
illustrates the present notice. From 
the “Introduction” learn that the 
recorded are divided into 
four (IV) sections; the first three being 
from Nansen’s journals “supplemented 
his verbal comments and explana- 
tions during the preparation the 
work. last section gives the ob- 
servations made during the time that 
the ship was drifting with the ice 
the summers 1895 and 1896, and 
compiled from written and verbal in- 
formation received from Scott-Hansen 
Blessing and Mogstad, and also from 
the journals kept Sverdrup.” 

These observations are quite full, 
the brochure covers fifty-four (54) 
pages. After the ship had closed 
the ice, the first bird seen the spring 
1894 gull, probably 
appeared May 13; birds 
were seen now and again until after 
the middle August. After August 
23rd, the day when all the channels 
and lanes about the ship began 
birds were seen. 
ing this part the* journey, eight 
specimens rosea were 
shot and prepared, all them young 
birds the while 
north was found glacialis, 
which specimen-was observed 85° 
Lat.” 

the brief notice, such 
obviously out the ‘question enter 
upon all the valuable, interesting, 
oftentimes amusing records made 
extended account, and one covering 
period several years. close 
which sets forth list the birds seen 
collected during the entire Expedi- 
tion the number thirty-three (33) 
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including, one would naturally sup- 
pose, not few our American boreal 
forms. They are hiaticula, 
Alle alle, Anser segetum, Archibuteo la- 
gopus, Arquatella maritima, Branta ber- 
nicla, Cepphus mandti, Colymbus arcticus, 


Fratercula 
lagopus, Larus argentatus, 


fuscus, glaucus, maritimus, Nyctea 


scandiaca, Pagophila eburnea, Phalaro- 
pus hyperboreus, Plectrophenax nivalis, 
Rhodostethia rosea, Rissa tridactyla, So- 
materia mollissima, Squatarola helvetica, 
Stercorarius crepidatus, longicaudus, 
pomatorhinus, Sterna macrura, To- 
tanus Uria lomvia and Xema 
serine bird, namely, which 
was frequently observed these dis- 
explorers various points 
during the course their journey. 


AFTER five years prompt publica- 
tion, Museum Albion, has 
consolidated with the Farm 
and Fanciers’ Review, publication de- 
voted chiefly poultry interests, but 
containing natural history departments. 
The Review conducted Mr. 
Kerr and will issued from Albion, 
Mr. Webb will address 
from time time and 
kindred subiects through special de- 
partment. With the passing the 
can but commend Bro. 
Webb for his, standard prompt 
feature too often lacking 
many our scientific journals. 


Mr. ToHN MARTIN Palestine, 
Or., writes under date that 
the juncos have begun building and 
that March noticed voung 
Western Meadowlark 
neglecta) about two weeks 
nest, was early, considering 
fall snow February, followed 
cold snap. 
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EDITORIAL NOTES. 


Last Through the courtesy 
Land Sunshine Los Angeles, 
Cal., present the readers 

Dr. Goues. probably the last like- 
ness was taken Dr. Coues preceding 
his death. Inthe February number 
Land Sunshine, Mr. Chas. Lummis, the 
editor, devotes several pages character 
sketch and his impressions Dr. Coues, 
whom wasan intimate friend. Mr. Lummis 
was member Dr. Coues’ party New Mex- 
ico 1899, when the doctor was 
what was destined his last work. 

Mr. Lummis’ lofty estimate Dr. Coues’ 
shared all who counted the doctor their 
friend. Referring Dr. Coues’ illness, says: 
all the wavering shadows the leaves up- 
us, there was shadow what was 
Yet was already written. the 
rest look back that flawless day 
Juan Rey’s patio fancy shall not escape 
some twinge that could not better read the 
lines under those clear, genial eyes. Already 
Dr. was doomed man. Already 
suspected—and allowed one else to. The 
weariness and bruises long, hard trip 
springless wagons would soon wear off, and our 
Nestor himself again. Even his last letters 
months after, did not convey sense appre- 

the years wear on, ornithologists generally 
will realize more and more the loss which their 


Portrait 
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science has suffered the death Dr. Coues 
many respects his position writer was 
unique, andin most discussions his position 
aggressive one. Being ornithologist 
through and through and having pursued the 
study for the purpose advancing lay 
within his power, had patience with the 


never ceased those who forsook the 
study proper engage fads. While Dr. 
Cones’ frankness times made for him en- 
emies, there are few but whom admire Dr. 
Coues who had the courage his 


Mr. Swarth’s birds ap- 
pearing the March-April for 73, 
thurberi; 168, instead Regu- 
olivaceus read Ruby-crowned King- 
let, Regulus 


those ornithologists who receive this issue 
careful inspection its contents. The 
contains notable articles the nesting the 
Clarke’s and the Pine Siskin, be- 
sides other papers all which are 
but examples the valuable 
found each issue. With active club 
members the field, there are-few rare in- 
teresting discoveries which are not promptly 
recorded, Should not, therefore, 
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Nesting the Pine Siskin Denver, 
Colo. 


“Nests the far north, preferably 
among the conifers” the convenient 
phrase with which most the winter 
visitants are disposed the “book 
men,” especially when they must say 
word two regarding every species 
“the book.” But this disposal must 
not taken too seriously here Col- 
orado. 

have passable migration al- 
_titude which answers all purposes for 
many birds, they are not 
ticular and have ambition make 
few daily “century runs,” and the Pine 
Siskin pinus) times seems 
migration. believe they nest quite 
generally over most the western por- 
tion the state, through the mountain 
country and the territory adjacent 
the east the mountains, though per- 
haps not with any regularity lo- 
calities sites, the birds 
and more less dependent upon the 
severity the winter. 

The winter 1898-99 was severe 
one, continuing far into March. The 
Pine Siskin came from the north 
great waves and doubt the late 
spring had the effect holding many 
them here during the nesting season. 
The winter just past has been mild and 
open and the siskin has been almost 
absent. 

had noticed that while here 
winter they were not very shy bird, 
and that could get among them with- 
out alarming them any extent, but 
was not prepared see them carry 
this trait far bring their nest 
right the house. One nest was 
built small lilac bush the front 
gate and not three feet from the public 
walk where people were constantly 
passing. Another was under construc- 
tion mass dead vine the back 
fence, which did not notice until 
tore down the vine make way for 
new growth, while third was built 
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lilac bush neighbor’s front yard, 
but did not learn this until the 
young were hatched. not prob- 
able, therefore, that they colonize 
their nesting they their flight 
and migration? 

the nest did not collect, 
was examined daily from five 
eight children (not all mine) from the 
time the first straw was placed until 
completed. much familiarity would 
have discouraged dove even tame 
canary. The male bird was much 
evidence during the construction the 
nest and the time finding the 
first egg, but from that time never 
saw him and was the lookout the 
greater part five days. Was this 
due “the cat” was another 
siskin habit worthy record. 

The nest was complete all its de- 
tail one week before the first egg was 
announced the children May 13, 
the others following regular intervals 
each and took the set 
three May the eggs, 
they come the requirements 
the book description nicety; viz: 
being “pale greenish-blue color” 
and marked “chiefly around the larger 
end” with reddish brown. would 
call the markings blotches, and there 
are few over the whole egg, together 
with few black marks. The nest 
well-proportioned, strong, cup-shaped 
and perhaps large for the size the 
bird. composed first flat grass 
blades, weed fiber and some round 
stems. Between this and the lining 
the weaving very fine dry grass 
which gives shape 
The lining horse hair and comb- 
ings human hair. 

Denver, Colo. 


Mr. Finley Portland, Oreg., 
now attending the University Cali- 
fornia Berkeley incidentally 
doing little bird work time permits. 
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Official Minutes Northern Division. 


The Club met the home Theodore 
Hoover Palo Alto May with President 
Emerson the chair, and Mr. Hoover sec- 
retary protem. Messrs. John Williams 
Applegate, Placer Co., and Goldman 
Delano were elected active membership. 
The following names were proposed for active 
membership: J.O. Snyder, Fisher and 
Hyde Palo The following papers were 
read: the Breeding Home Clarke’s Nut- 
the Mexican Wild Turkey” Howard 
the Southern Division. Mr. Jos. Grinnell 
then gave very entertaining talk Alaskan 
birds, and showed the Club fine series 
ptarniigan skins, showing the different moults. 
Refreshments were served, after which 
hour and half was spent entertaining bird 

Division Secretary. 


Official Minutes Southern Division. 


The meeting was held March the 
residence Mr. Chambliss, Altadena. 
Mr. presided. There were ten mem- 
bers present. The resignation 
mick Business Manager was accepted, and 
the treasurer, Swarth, elected serve 
the unfinished term. motion, committee 
was consisting Messrs. Hahn and 
Chambliss investigate the possibility es- 
tablishing museum for ornithological speci- 
mens Pasadena. The treasurer was instruct- 
send the dues hand the Publication 
Committee, reserving five dollars cur- 
rent expenses. Burnell Franklin Pasadena 
was elected active membership. One paper, 
McCormick, was read. 

APRIL. 

The April meeting the Division was held 
April Room 403 Bradbury Block. 
There were eight members present. The mu- 
seum committee were given another month 
make their report. The name Eugene 
Law Pomona was proposed for membership 
Mr. Grinnell through Mr. Daggett. Mr. 
Roth Reynolds exhibited some photographs 
mounted birds, including one the Little 
Brown Crane taken Newport, Cal., short 
After general discussion the meet- 
ing adjourned meet with Mr. Daggett 
Pasadena May 31. 

Division Secretary. 


Publications Received. 
Wirmer. New Race the Short- 


eared Acad. Nat. Sci. Philadel- 
phia, 1899, 478. 29, 1899.] 


Mr. Stone describes new race Short- 
eared from Pt. Barrow, Alaska from speci- 
1898. The new race described much 
paler than specimens from the United States 
and with the tawny tints largely replaced 
white. Itis given ranging southeastward 
over the arctic barren grounds from Bar- 
row and the name Asio pro- 
posed for the form. 

The Summer Molting Plum- 
age Certain Ducks. Acad. Nat. Sci. 
Philadelphia, 1899, 467-472. Dec. 

Auk. Nos. Jan., Apl., 1900. 

Bird-Lore. Nos. and Feb., Apl., 1900. 

The April, May, 1900. 

Journal the Maine Ornithological Society. 
II, Nos. and Jan. Mch. 1900. 

Mch. 1900. 

Maine Sportsman, Nos. 77, 78, 79, 80. 
Jan., Apl. 1900. 

Museum, The. Nos. Jan., Feb., 
Mch. 1900. 

Naturalist Farm Fanciers’ Review, 
No, Apl, 1909, 

Notes Rhode Island Ornithology. Nos. 
1900. 

Feb., Mch., Apl., May, 1900. 
1899 and XI, Nos. land Jan., Mch., 
1900. 

Mch., Apl., 1900. 

Mar., Apl., May, 1900. 

Our Dumb Animals. XXXII, Nos. 10, 11, 
Feb., Mch., Apl., 1900. 

Plant World. Nos. Jan., Feb., 
Mch., 1900. 

Proceedings the Nebraska Ornithologists’ 

UnionJan, 1900, 

Feb., Mch., Apl., May, 1900. 

Apl., May, 1900. 

Mch., Apl.. May, 1900. 

Sunset 1V, Nos. Jan, Feb, Mch, 
Apl. 1900. 

Western Ornithologist, Nos, Jan. 
Mch, 1900, 

Wilson Bulletin, No, 30, Jan, 1900, 

Year Book Department 
1898. 1899) 
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Mr. Price has arranged again es- 


tablish bis delightful summer camp for boys 
the Sierras from June September next. 


which will exchange for desirable 
sets. the camera have used 
afield for three years and adapted 
ornithological photography. Address 
for particulars, 

Santa Clara. 


For SALE—Sets 337b, 360a, 
710, 413, 407, 408, 402, 397, 487, 
558, 584, 611a, 620, 713, 733, 
743a, Taylor’s Catalogue prices. 

Cuas. 
Paso Robles, Cal. 


Marine Shells and Curios 


Twelve Shells and Curios for fifty 
cents. Collections choice Shells from 
$1.00. Sent postpaid and safe 
arrival guaranteed. Send for descript- 
ive circular. HOLMES. 

Dunedin, Fla. 
Mention this magazine when you write. 


Dealer 
Supplies for the Naturalist and Taxi- 
dermist, Fine Glass Eyes Specialty. 
TAUNTON, MASS. 


Illustrated catalogue and bargain list 
Birds’ Eggs and Skins upon applica- 
tion. 


Notes 


Rhode Island Ornithology 


Quarterly Publication for the Fur- 
therance Interest Ornithology 
Rhode Island. Published and Edited 
Reginald Heber Howe, Jr., 
Bristol, Editor’s Office, Longwood, 
Mass., where all communica- 
tions should addressed. 

Subscription, Seventy-five cents 
year. Singie copies, cents. 


THE OOLOGIST 


Albion, 
the Oldest Publication 


THE the cheapest 
“Bird’’ publication the world (for 
only cents you receive $1.00 worth 
premiums, your selection, 25c. 
worth advertising and the OOLOGIST 
for whole year.) 


THE has larger paid 
circulation than all other pub- 
lications America combined. 


THE has long been recog- 
nized the best Advertising Medium 
its line the world. The 
the leading Agricul- 
tural newspaper America, and 
soliciting advertising for its columns, 
makes its strongest hit the fol- 
lowing statement: ‘‘As quantity 
circulation publishes many more 
‘Want Ads’ than a// other papers com- 
bined. You doubtless know what 
‘Want Ad’ circulation must and 
always 

From this same stand point THE 
rank among publications 
devoted not only Ornithology but 
Natural History well, identical 
that the COUNTRY GENTLEMEN 
among agricultural publications. 

THE has very few half- 
tones and contains only pages each 
issue—one-half which are advertis- 
ing. 

During the past fifteen years, (THE 
publications and scores 
inferior ones have dropped the 
way. THE however, 
still issued each month and sample 
copy recent issue can always 
obtained addressing postal 


Frank Lattin, Publisher, 
Albion, 


are used the twenty 
leading office buildings 
San Francisco than 
all other makes put 
together. 
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OLIVER DAVIE 


Full valuable and interesting information, giving description the character- 
istic habits every known all species North American birds, with particu- 
lar reference their geographical limits and their nesting habits and eggs. Many 
these will found almost complete life histories the species. 
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